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Researchers	from	the	University	of	Edinburgh	have	recently	discovered	how	cellular	responses	to	inflammation	can
keep	the	body	healthy.	When	DNA	is	damaged,	the	damaged	cells	are	removed	in	order	to	keep	tissues	healthy.	A
molecule	that	binds	DNA	and	triggers	inflammation,	cGAS,	can	detect	damage	and	trigger	the	dealth	of	these
potentially	dangerous	cells.	The	team	stated	that	their	findings,	"could	also	shed	light	on	how	inflammation	occurs	in
certain	types	of	autoinflammatory	diseases,	where	the	immune	system	attacks	the	body's	own	tissues"	(University	of
Edinburgh).	So,	not	only	did	they	find	a	possible	new	mechanism	for	how	the	body	protects	itself	against	cancer,	but
also	information	on	how	inflammation	may	affect	other	diseases.	1
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Learn	More
Learn	more	about	chronic	inflammation	and	cancer.
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