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Model of Zika virus (cut away and whole) infecting cells

Researchers from the Washington University School of Medicine and the Cleveland Clinic recently conducted a study with the
human and mouse cells that become glioblastomas. They found that the Zika virus infected and killed the soon-to-be
glioblastoma stem cells, while leaving the healthy brain cells alone. Researchers reported that the virus infected and halted the
growth of glioblastoma stem cells and infected the full-blown glioblastoma cells, at a lower level. The virus did not harm normal
brain cells and tissues. The researchers stated, “further testing is needed to determine whether the virus is safe and effective in
humans. Since Zika’s effects more harmful to developing brains, a Zika-based cancer therapy might be safe only in adults.” 1
The researchers are now testing treatments of Zika and traditional treatments, such as chemotherapy.2
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Learn More
Learn more about brain cancer here.
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