Is It Cancer? Liquid Biopsies Can Tell.

Printed from https://www.cancerquest.org/newsroom/2017/10/it-cancer-liquid-biopsies-can-tell on 10/14/2025

When cancer is suspected, doctors often remove samples of the suspicious tissue via surgery or needles. The samples
can then be examined to determine if they are cancerous or not. In addition to being invasive, the samples taken may
miss cancerous areas, leading to an incorrect result.

Liquid biopsies are poised to change the way many cancers are detected. The tests rely on detecting indicators
(markers) of cancer that can be found in small samples of blood. The markers can be cancer cells themselves, or
products produced by cancer cells. The tests should be more accurate, and definitely less risky than regular biopsies.

Learn More
Learn more about liquid biopsies.
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