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a pile of colored candy

Researchers at the University of Southern California have discovered how to use common dyes such as tattoo ink and food
coloring to improve the detection of cancer.  When attached to tiny  bead-like objects, the dyes move through the blood and
collect in tumors. They can ‘light up’ tumors, allowing medical scanners to get more accurate images.

After looking at several different ones, the researchers decided that common food dyes, such as coloring used in candy, may be
best for detection because they are known to not harm the body. These dyes have already been approved by the FDA, making it
easier to get them approved for use in cancer detection.
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