Locusts Can Smell Cancer!

Printed from ht

tps://www.cancerquest.org/newsroom/2022/08/locusts-can-smell-cancer on 06/25/2026

Due to their voracious appetite for food crops, locusts are not usually thought of as helpful,

That could change. Work done at Michigan State University has shown that locusts are able to tell the difference
between normal and cancer cells. Not only that, but they can tell the difference between different kinds of cancer!

No one is suggesting that locusts be used to detect cancer in humans, but it may be possible to reproduce their abilities
and detect cancers more easily. Pretty unusual place to find an ally for cancer patients.
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